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If You Could Make It Here
Andover adds makerspace to elementary school

W

hat many people might not realize about the
success of Bill Gates is that he had a leg up
on the rest of us. In a story from Malcolm
Gladwell's book The Outliers, Gates' elementary school
in 1975 bought a used computer, a Teletype Model
33, one of the first computers that you didn't need a
computer science degree to operate. The school didn't
purchase the computer because they thought personal
computing would change the world, but because they
wanted their students to have every available resource
to learn. In the same spirit, Andover Elementary has
added a makerspace to their school.
These spaces are popping up everywhere as the cost
for the hardware comes down. Unlike an ordinary
teacher-led classroom, these spaces foster creativity
and invention amongst students by giving them the
tools to discover for themselves with teachers there
for guidance.
According to an article in the Journal Inquirer, the
project had a fairly low budget of just $25,000, and
was spearheaded by Kirstina Frazier. She was featured
in another article early on in 2018 for winning the
state's outstanding elementary school teacher for
her efforts teaching coding to pre-schoolers. The
curriculum encourages a focus on learning to learn and
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solve problems on your own. Principal John Briody
said that he hopes to connect what the children are
learning in the makerspace back to the classroom.
Some of the equipment that was purchased for this
space was "circuitry kits, teaching robots, virtual
reality goggles, two 3D printers, and a wide array of
building supplies and tools." 3D printers have been
particularly popular among makerspaces as they,
like computers in the 70s, have seen their cost drop
dramatically. In 2010, a single desktop HP printer
would cost in the range of $15,000, meaning that
buying two printers would have driven the price
over the total budget of the entire room. Some of
these technologies would have been unthinkable
just a generation ago, just as the internet was to that
previous generation, but are important for children to
have a leg up on the future.
Just like Bill Gates back in Seattle in the 70s, these
children are preparing for a future world, one that we
don't know what it will look like exactly. While virtual
reality goggles, robots, and 3D printers might seem
like a lot for elementary school children to be getting
their hands on, these children might be creating the
next technology to go in the makerspace.

When I Paint My Masterpiece
Students have chance to learn about town's past by creating its future

T

he opportunities for an artist to work on large scale
municipal art projects are few and far between,
let alone for children artists looking to explore
their creativity. That's why a project like American
Mural Project (AMP) is so special, as it has announced a
partnership with Winchester Public Schools.
The mural, which is on track to be the largest indoor
collaborative artwork in the world, is a "celebration of
American ingenuity, productivity, and commitment to
work," according to the project's website. It is situated
in two former mill buildings on Whiting Street in
Winsted, Connecticut, which will house both the mural
and a visitor's center.

Winchester Public Schools CHAMPs program that
is partnering with the AMP is aimed at after-school
enrichment. The program has provided after-school
programs for students in K-6 since 2011, which has
included sports activities, choirs, and other arts programs.
Students will attend programs at the Whiting Mills
until the AMP space opens up later this year.
In a statement to the Torrington Register Citizen,
Theresa Padin, director of CHAMPs said that "students
have the opportunity to work among studio spaces
housing working artists and craftsmen, in addition
to outdoor space that is perfect for small group
instruction, nature exploration, and creating art and
music in a natural environment."

Part of the goal of the project, the brainchild of artist
Ellen Griesedieck, is to include as many people as
Going on, she says that it is through this partnership
possible from all corners of the country, with 15,000
that the students will learn about their community;
children and adults who have helped create pieces of
"from the rich history of Whiting Mills to the evolution
the mural, and an additional 30,000 volunteers to help · of the mural, students will be linked to the past,
finish the project.
present, and future of Winsted."
Winsted was chosen as the site of the project for its
America recognizes the importance of public art, and
rich history in the kind of work that the mural aims
citizens knowledgeable in the history of their area.
to celebrate. The site was a brownfield, and through
With this partnership, Winchester has an entire group
grants it was able to begin renovations in 2017, nearly
of children who will grow up with both already instilled
11 years after the project initially secured the buildings.
in them.
The building will be open to the public in 2019, as
construction of the mural is still ongoing.
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